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What is an evidence and gap map?

• Visual representation of evidence base

• Highlights where evidence exists and where it does not

• Can be used to
• Support decision-making in policy and practice

• Understand where there are gaps in knowledge and where research is needed



Size of shapes indicates quantity of 

evidence

What is an evidence and gap map?

PH topic 1 – self-harm PH topic 2… etc Classification

Empty cell = gap in the evidence



Click through to see details of 
evidence



Details of underlying evidence



Filter to answer research questions



What next?

• Automation

• Pilot dissemination and evaluation

• Supporting briefings



View our evidence and gap map:

https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/health-and-
wellbeing/prevention-of-mental-ill-health-and-improved-wellbeing/mental-

health-evidence-and-addressing-gaps/evidence-tools/

Contact us:

phs.egm@phs.scot
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